The story of "Murakami KAIZOKU"
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@ What is a typical Murakami Kaizoku castle?

Location features:

@ They are built on the top of a hill protruding into a bay.

Some existed also in Boso Peninsula, Izu Peninsula, Kii Peninsula and
others.

Some had funa-damari or fune-kakushi (basin or boat sectors)

@ They were built occupying entire small islands = “island castle.”
This form was rare even nationwide, and they were tightly grouped in
the Geiyo archipelago.

They had holes made for boats to moor to on a reef as well as
walkways cut into the rock reef.

The bigger castles were habitable and for long durations.

® Some were not directly in contact with the sea, but were built on
a mountain or hill looking down the sea = “mountain castle,” highly

conscious of the sea.

Previous studies have found that there are three major types of
locations of the Murakami Kaizoku's castles.

Although the castles of Murakami Kaizoku are often called "sea
castles", this definition has not yet been determined academically, and
discussion is expected to deepen as further investigations of individual

castles progresses.
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Noshima-jo site  [Time] he middle of the 14th ~ the end of the 16th century
[Loads]] Noshima Murakami clan,

SREBL U] WK, kB EK UER] 15 fithd~ 17 s

Kurushima-jo site  [Time] the beginning of the 15th century [Loads] Kono clan, Kurushima Murakami clan
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Both castles were built occupying the entirety of the small islands and were HR
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located to control the dangerous areas of the Inland Sea. Also, they had watering

places named “mizuba” on nearby islands, chiseled anchoring holes for mooring as

well as man-made paths making use of coastal erosion terraces. They were built
on the flat part of the land, using natural configurations of the ground. They didn't
have defense facilities like earthen walls and moats and were quite open to the sea.

According to previous researchers, Noshima-jo was not a residence castle but used g (s m
solely as a fort. However, as a result of excavation, artifacts including domestic

utensils and the remains of buildings show that there were people living there. In BB &Y
peaceful times, the Murakami Kaizoku issued passes for boats and escorted other .

ships for the purpose of maintaining order in the Seto Inaland Sea. Noshima-jo was it LKH AR E
not only well prepared for war but also equipped for people to reside there and Artifacts from Noshima-jo-site

serve in various marine activities.
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Artifacts from Narutakiyama-jo-site

@ Narutakiyama-jo-site
[Time] around the 15th century  [Lords] Miyachi-clan

The Narutakiyama-jo site is located on a peak (altitude 321m) on the
southeast side of Mt. Narutaki, west of downtown Onomichi city. From
the site, Onomichi city, In-no-shima, and the sea route can be observed.
To the south of the Narutakiyama-jo site, the Tayudono-jo site is located
by the sea.

There were two ruins of citadels on the top of the peak. Between
the citadels there was a moat. Although there is now flat land on the
northwestern side of the castle site, it may have been created in recent
years for farming.

According to a document written in the Edo era, Narutakiyama-jo was
builtby the Miyachi clan but was attacked and defeated by the Kigoro
clan in 1423. After the Miyachi clan moved to In-no-shima, they became
the vassals of the In-no-shima Murakami clan.

The field survey confirmed the ruins of Narutakiyama-jo and medieval artifacts were collected. The artifacts are unglazed

dishes called "Kawarake" and pots of Bizen-yaki, etc., but it is imagined that abundant artifacts are still buried in the ground

although they are fragments. Many excavated objects were of the 15t th century, consistent with the time when the castle

existed. The Narutakiyama-jo site is in an excellent position to monitor the port town of Onomichi, and it is a precious cultural
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Narutakiyama-jo-site

asset that tells of the Miyachi clan’s activities including responsibility for shipping.
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Distant view of Narutakiyama-jo-site
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@ Mikasaki-jo site + Umagami-jo site * Ichi-no-jo site
(Time] After the 15t century

A field survey and a structure investigation were conducted on the Mikazsaki-jo site, Umagami-jo site and Ichi-no-
Jjo site. All of the three castles were situated on the coast of In-no-shima, located on the peninsular hilltop, in contact
with the sea.

All three castles had more than one “Kuruwa (citadel)” and Umagami-jo’'s kuruwa was the largest in area of the
castles of In-no-shima. Although chiseled anchoring holes for mooring were not confirmed, a cove thought to
moor boats (funa-kakushi) is adjacent to the castle site. According to a legend, Ichi-no-jo is said to have been made
by the Kamagari Kobayakawa clan before the Murakami Kaizoku controlled the In-no-shima. A horikiri (moat) is
recognizable so as to guard the land side, with multiple kuruwa at the top of the hill extending along to the east and
west.

Earthenware of the 15th century were found on the sites. The 15t century was when the Murakami Kaizoku were

active. There is a possibility that Ichi-no-jo was an activity base for the Murakami Kaizoku.
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Distant view of Ichinojo-site Artifacts from Ichino-jo-site




HShX 2
myaaobk

Unknown castles of Geiyo archipelago

E #8115 Umagami-jo

ik & JEE N O 5K
Murakami Kaizoku and their castles
on Seto Inland Sea

@ (#dis)
O

o
nnnnnn

ﬂ‘i’li“l)ﬂ‘-‘
111111 AN

/\7Z=1R Kominato-jo

_FRA3, Kaminoseki-jo



The story of "Murakami KAIZOKU" i

=l smme s nroke Lot

BN, K EEOEER, O U/ hiE L9, &K 25 mTH 5. T 25 FICJLBIREA
BHEEMBBCULITERIC K > T FEHIAEMTHONE Ulc, MR OHNAAEYIBFOE D, K2R TIRPR
HEEY A EN S, B2 HF TV L HEETE 2 EMZ EMRIEENTVE T, OFHEICHD I IC#E
MRS N TR WD, NNIBZKTH S EEZLNE T,

Y. LR AR (b BT) WRRICH ELTWE T, o, ERBIBHRIEN G 588D 2 A 7O L fifi
HESHEDROONTITH, ZN5EMA 15 HdHEHDOER L ENTOE Y, BEEFOWITICOW T, SHERD
WENTOEREAN, TDFRRICH U T=#EE) I3 TEERGHIMLT ia IOKERET LWvns] &
LD D £ 9,

@ Kuzujo-site [Time] the middle of the 15™ century [Lords] unknown

Kuzu-jo site is on a hill jutting out to the sea in the south of Osaki-kami-jima. It is 25
meters above the sea level. In addition to the small scale of the archaeological building
ruins, artifacts and evidence of smoke was found. It is thought that it was a small sea
castle because the remains were confirmed to have been on a narrow flat surface.

A lot of pottery shards, “Kawarake,” have been excavated. There are several types of
kawarake which differ in soil quality and production, but they are generally considered to

be of the mid- 15 century. Regarding the castle owner of Kuzu-jo, there is no document left.
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@ Maruyama-jo-site [Time] the 16" century [Lords] Maruyama clan?

The Maruyama-jo site is located in the southeastern part of Mukai-shima, on a small
hill facing the sea. Kami-ebu-jima is in front of the castle site and Shimo-ebu-jima is in the
south. These islands seemingly served a role of hiding the castle. The excavation in 1992
found several holes for pillars of the building, a moat and earthenware called “Kawarake”.
According to the records of posterity, Maruyama Daizen lived at Maruyama-jo. However,
since there is no surviving record written at the time of the Warring States period, the
truth is unknown. There were pillar holes that could have been for a building, but no

clear remains were discovered.

Meanwhile, no imported ceramics but a lot of "Kawarake" have been excavated
collectively. These are of the 16t century, overlapping with the time when the Murakami
Kaizoku extended their power to Mukai-shima. In the southern part of Maruyama- PARRES; 7/ b3 =
jo, Yozaki-jo, home of the In-no-shima Murakami clan, existed, and Maruyama-jo was Distant view of Maruyamajo-site

supposed to be a complementary castle of Yozaki-jo.
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@ Hinai-jo-site [Time] the end of the 15t ~ 16t century [Lords] Noshima Murakami clan?

Hinai-jo-site is located in the southeast of O-shima. Two sea castles’ sites, Mushi-jo and Nakato-jo, are in the
southeast of the Hinai-jo site. They all belonged to the Noshima Murakami clan. Hinai-jo site is marked as an “old
Murakami castle” on a map made in the Edo era. According to the historical record, in 1571, when Murakami
Takeyoshi from the Noshima Murakami clan was policing the sea near "Hinai", he came across and had a battle
with the In-no-shima Murakami clan, led by Murakami Sukeyasu, the lord of Tomo-no-Taigashima-jo, allied with the
Mouri clan. After the battle Murakami Takeyoshi banned sea traffic there.

In 1993 an excavation survey was conducted at the time of the construction of Kurushima-ohashi bridge.
Archaeologists discovered building traces with pillar holes, big bars of Bizen ware, kawarake, mortar, Chinese
celadon bowls, as well as iron products such as arrowheads and nails. The Bizen ware and Chinese celadon bowls
are of the latter half of the 15% to 16™ century. Judging from their ages, the castle is also considered to have
existed at the same time.
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Artifacts from Hinai-jo-site
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Distant view of Hinai-jo-site
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the replacement of the army at “Hinai”, which means “Hinai” was used as a military base. The date of the letter is

In the letter from Kobayakawa Takakage to Nomi Munekatsu, the word “Hinai” is found. The letter reported about
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Letter from Nomi Munekatsu

The letter was written in 157 1. It reports that the Noshima Murakami clan joined the siege against the Mouri clan

in a battle on the sea around the Geiyo islets. It also states that Murakami Takeyoshi attacked the In-no-shima

Murakami clan and others’ boats near “Hinai”. This incident suggests that the sea around Hinai was militarily

important. In addition, in this letter Kami-no-seki-jo is made reference to Kurushima Murakami clan.
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@ Kominato-jo-site
[Time] the 16th century? [Lords) Kurushima Murakami clan? Noshima Murakami clan? — Todo clan?

It is presumed that Kominato-jo was located on a hill, 27meters above sea level. The Imabari Plain spreads to the south of
the site, and Kurushima Strait is visible in the east. Now it is next to Jokei-ji temple. The oldest document referring to “Kominato”
was written in 1531. It states that Kono Michinao took a boat from "Kominato-no-Ura (Bay)" with “Yamashiro-no-Kami” and
headed for Kyoto. Kominato was an important port used by the shugo (provincial governors in the warring states period) of
Iyo-no-kuni when they were going to Kyoto. Kominato-jo was thought to have always belonged to the Kurushima-Murakami
clan from the Edo era. However, when reading the historical documents of the time, the castle seems to be deeply related
to Noshima Murakami as well. For example, in 1571 Murakami Yoshitake from the Noshima Murakami clan tried to give
Kominato to his vassel. Also, in 1585 Takeyoshi and his son Motoyoshi talked about what to do with the castle.

In 1585, when Toyotomi Hideyoshi conquered Shikoku, he gave [yo-no-kuni to Kobayakawa Takakage. At that time, in [yo,
unnecessary castles were abandoned, while 10 castles including Kominato-jo, along with Kurushima-jo and Kashima-jo, were
decided to be left. Furthermore, one record states that after the Sekigahara battle Todo Takatora was transferred to Imabari
as a lord and made much of Kominato-jo.

The AinoTani burial mounds are in the mountain behind the hill where Kominato-jo is presumed to have stood. A lot of
medieval pottery was excavated from the soil that covers the old tombs in the excavation survey. It is also said that there is a
possibility that the castle area of Kominato-jo had also spread to the mountain top where there are crowded tombs.

When the excavation survey of No. 1 tomb was done, a lot of medieval pottery was excavated from the soil covering the
old tombs. The vast majority of them are kawarake and a small number of utensil containers. The Chinese ceramics are but
few. The kind of artifacts are different from other sea castles like Noshima-jo. Those kawarake are of the 16 century and
similar to those from Yuzuki-jo. There is no doubt that medieval people were active on the mountain where the old burial
mounds exist. How far the castle area of Kominato-jo spread and what the excavated items can tell us are new issues to be
investigated from now.
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Ainotani burial mounds
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"Kawarake" and "Dogama" made around 16t century excavated
in Ainotani burial mounds
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Artifacts from Ainotani burial mounds
About the 16th century
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Letter from Kobayakawa Takakage
"Kominato" can be seen in this letter written in 1583. This time was in the period when the Mouri and Kono clans’ allied
forces were attacking the Kurushima Murakami clan. Kobayakwa Takakage wrote about the hostages at Kominato-jo and
judging from this topic, Kominato-jo was presumed to have been politically important.
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Letter from Kobayakawa Takakage -

Kobayakawa Takakage, who was assigned to govern [yo-no-kuni, conveyed the guidelines in organizing the castles in the
province. Kominato-jo was also included in the remaining castles, and it turns out that Kominato-jo was in an important
position in yo at that time.
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@ Kami-no-seki-jo-site
[Time] the 15% ~16% century?
[Lords) Murakami Takemitsu (Noshima Murakami clan)

Murakami Takemitsu from the Noshima Murakami clan often appears in
documents as the lord of Kami-no-seki-jo (Kami-no-seki-cho (town) in Yamaguchi
pref). According to a document, Takemitsu was collecting toll fees at Kami-no-seki
in 1574.

RS Kami-no-seki-jo was built on the top of the cape protruding into the Kami-no-
ST R SRVl R I AB S scki strait and has an altitude of 55 to 58 meters. The “Shukaku (main citadel)” is
located at the highest point of 58 meters and extends about 65 meters along on the
ridges north and south. It is about 8 to 20 meters in width to the east and west. An
elongated “Chuo-kuruwa” (central citadel) spreads about 1 meter below the north
side of the main citadel. On the east slope there is “Koshi-kuruwa” (side citadel),
at the northern end there is a higher hill called “Kita-Kodai (North Hill)". On the
northern bottom of the hill, the ridge is divided by horikiri (moat) with a maximum
relative height difference of about 10 meters. A part of a fence in possible

. combination with horikiri was detected at the northern end.
RHIEAEDRRF

=% Besides a lot of kawarake, the artifacts include domestic utensils such as pots,
Excavation for reserch

jars, pans, mortar bowls, net weights, etc. In addition, traces of a blacksmith
workshop and iron nails were excavated in large quantities. A small amount of
Chinese ceramics including celadon bowls, white porcelain dishes, blue flowers etc.
were also excavated. Some of these artifacts date back to the 15 century, while
most of them date back to the 16t century, especially the latter half of the 16™
century.

Historical documents showing the relationship between Kami-no-seki and
Murakami Kaizoku date back to 1532. In a document from1568 it was confirmed
1@ that Murakami Takeyoshi (from Noshima Murakami) was in Kami-no-seki. Also,
Horikiri(moat) according to some other document, the Kurushima Murakami clan was at least

(RIS R > 2 — 5 Rit temporarily in Kami-no-seki as well.

While the Kurushima Murakami clan joined Hideyoshi's military alliance, Takeyoshi swore allegiance to the Mouri clan in
1582, and Takeyoshi was given Suou-Aio, the land in the west of Kami-no-seki, as reward of his loyalty. Kami-no-seki and Aio

ports would have been very important for Noshima Murakami to control the western area of the Seto Inland Sea.
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November 3rd in 1574. Murakami Takemitsu wrote to Sakou who was a marine transporter in Akama-ga-seki (Shimo-no-seki).
With this letter, Takemitsu allowed Sakou to pass through Kami-no-seki without paying the toll. From this letter, it is known

that Takemitsu from the Noshima Murakami clan was conducting activities to ensure safe marine traffic by collecting tolls at
Kami-no-seki.

P T IR ';‘E poar = .'i -& ;{_-E ﬂ-:'_ ‘! '-IlilI B _.i_,. I.,’
2 T’if%;ﬁﬂfﬁgjiﬁﬁji &g%#g Flo®
b - T ! - ?I‘f1
- { 4 l T GiEy ! ’T"i
§ 7 Listhasbiipanindt ot el ik
IR E UL R I s DT A
) [ &0 5 1 £ B | T3 2e 514G
A koredilbadlatiaRtiacaiatare
4 s A - = W a i
(K AR EAT RGeS n B A BRI AT
MO OIS DM 2 A M E LM E MK B M R (ML @@
B TE A XS OBE & aE EOW A N E Ok W oo Bk sk ow M or W K
Eo N S RV C I R T S e (R 1 TR T N O T
"g’(é’l,% iﬁé%%ﬁu*ﬁm‘%ﬁ{tﬂ‘u‘_*ﬁﬂizﬁﬁﬁﬁ\Zﬂﬂ%a}ki%
BHLca Ll oo % cm o M om v R B Ko T B
E 2 B EWEHTe o fF o B Mo ook o T T w0 U R oo R R
Eocr?® k& REZEFoBRWR BB ZwE O BN kR E R
B Cmy Mo Mo By CME W e Nwy CE
ﬁﬁt;mg @' ﬁ%@%%‘%\%%%J‘H?&R@@Ji&ﬁkﬁMi\ﬁLﬁ%ﬁ%&ﬂ?%
CZ.id B Datafewmn " ouw e PN s e w GRS EY
%%%%é %é‘?@%ﬁé%@%% ﬁﬁ‘%%;%ﬁgg%%ﬂ‘ﬁgéﬁﬁ
° 2R i (2} 5 H KN kd >
eEVE = Xoogw O HT ST o
B %g .
EFTTREAIR i EAK - LIRS BT

BEEE CHEKICETN LIERTRIZ. TORICEAR - RFIZE®H 5, 1556 (5L 2) FOIOXELZTNLEER
ITHELEDTHY., LB ZR2TENTES, RIE] ICBNONTEY . ZORHEAICET 5 LB & SRER
LROBFRETEL TS, Letter from Mouri Motonari
After Mouri Motonari defeated the Sue clan in the Itsukushima-kassen (battle), he attacked Suoh-Nagato. This

letter in 1556 writes about the attack and refers to “Kami-no-seki-jo” as well as “Kurushima”, suggesting the =
relationship between Kami-no-seki-jo and Kurushima Murakami clan at that time.
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Artifacts from the Kami-no-seki-jo site

Excavation survey in 1998. Storage, cooking and tableware were excavated, showing that people were living in the castle.
Chinese ceramics were excavated, but there were not many compared with Noshima-jo and others. Also blacksmith-related
remains and relics, such as an abundance of iron nails, were found.
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Motofuto-jo guarded by Shima Yoshitoshi
Motofuto-jo in the Warring States Period was
a sea castle surrounded by the sea on three
sides, and it was located at a key point of
maritime traffic close to the Shiwaku Islands.
It is now landfilled, surrounded by factories
and industrial complexes, but the boundary
of the hill is still in contact with the ocean.
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@ The battles of Bizen Motofuto-jo and the Noshima Murakami clan

Motofuto-jo was located in Kojima in Bizen-no-kuni (currently Kurashiki city in Okayama pref.). In the age of provincial
wars, Noshima Murakami’s vassal, Shima Yoshitoshi, was guarding the castle. At that time Kojima was an island and though
it is no longer bordered by the sea its name has remained unchanged since the Edo period. Motofuto-jo was built in a
protruding place at the western end of Kojima, and its three sides were surrounded by the sea.

There were two battles over the Motofuto-jo during the Warring States Period. The first battle was in 1568 when the
Awa Miyoshi clan attacked the castle under the guard of Shima Yoshitoshi, a vassal of the Noshima Murakami clan. Shima
Yoshitoshi resisted Awa Miyoshi's attacks, and even repulsed them. At this time, Mouri's reinforcement also came and joined
in the battle. The second battle happened in 1571, and this time the Mouri attacked Motofuto-jo and caused it to fall. At
this time the castle was still protected by Shima Yoshitoshi. Why Mouri (who had given Motofuto-jo to Noshima Murakami)
attacked the castle was because Noshima Murakami defected from Mouri’s side. This also means that Motofuto-jo was of such
importance that it became a target of such battles.

Motofuto-jo is considered to be a castle only aimed at regulating the maritime traffic route of Bisan strait. In this sense it is
a bit different from the castles of Murakami Kaizoku on the Geiyo archipelago.

Also, according to recent historical research
literature, it is highly likely that the castle was used
by the vassals of Ukita clan (Daimyo who reigned over
Okayama) during the Toyotomi administration. In that
era, Motofuto-jo was considered to be functioning as a
preparation for conflicts with the Mouri clan because it
was located near the boundary between the Ukita and

Mouri clans.
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Drawing Map of Bizen-no-kuni
From the map depicting Bizen-no-kuni (province) in the
Edo era, the topography of Kojima can be seen as an
island before Kojima was reclaimed.
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Copy of the letter from Mouri Motonari
This is a copy of the letter from Mouri Motonari to soldiers defended Motofuto-jo against enemies. The letter described
in 1568 the troops of Awa Miyoshi attacked Motofuto-jo defended by Shima Yoshitoshi who was a vassal of the Noshima
Murakami clan. Because after this the battles over Motofuto-jo was located in very important place.
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@ Michika-jima

Michika-jima is a small island located between Hakata-jima and O-shima. Michika-jima is believed to have been associates
of the Noshima Murakami clan because the Noshima-jo site, which was the home base of Noshima Murakami clan, is about 1
km south of Michika-jima.

Excavation surveys were conducted from 1980 to 1981. Because a large amount of Chinese ceramics from the15™ century
to the mid-16™ century were excavated, Michika-jima became well known among researchers. The excavated Chinese
ceramics have the following three features. D Several to several dozen ceramics, in the same pattern, shape, and size, were
excavated collectively. @ Luxury goods and other rare items are abundant like at the castle of Sengoku Daimyo (lords of the

Warring States Period). @ These Chinese ceramics with a small amount of distribution have not been found in other castle sites.

Based on the above, Michik-jima can be evaluated as a sort of base

relating to material distribution, which is to say the Noshima Murakami
clan was involved in the logistics of the Sefo Inland Sea. At present it is
not understood how the Noshima Murakami clan was involved in such
matters as whether they themselves transported the goods; whether
they were guarding the ship carrying the goods; or whether they just
provided a port of call for other ships waiting for a change wind or tide, etc.
In addition, because Michika-jima was named as a fort in a picture of
the Edo era, it has been thought that there was a castle on Michika-jima,

but recent studies have revealed that clear castle remains cannot be see
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Distant view of Michika-jima-jo?-site
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