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Geiyo Islands : The Stronghold of Japan's Greatest XAZZOKU—Memories of Murakami KAZZOKU— » _ | ; ot}
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Overview of the proposal heln
During the Warring States Period, Luis Frois, a missionary, called the Murakami Kaizoku ‘The Greatest kaizoku in all of . z ~ : s

Japan”. In contrast with ‘Pirates’ who mercilessly steal money and valuables from ships, Murakami Aaizoku guaranteed the 1 O '
safety of sailing, and maintained the order in the sea. The remains of sea castles, which they built as operating bases, can
be seen in the Geiyo Islands. By exploring the Geiyo Island between Onomichi and Imabari, you can experience how the

Murakami Kaizoku used their available land and resources to their advantage, and took control of sea routes in Seto Inland Sea. i ( i
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G‘E‘E%i}ﬁﬁ/ﬂi 47A™  The ruins of Noshima Castle, Imabari City
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This seaside castle is a representative example of those built by the Murakami A
kaizoku. The castle occupied an entire small island, and was in operation from the E ! A ™ i_ :E
14th to 16th centuries. ¢ » ; ol
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Oyamazumi Shrine served as the location where the Murakami kaizoku

worshipped the local deities. They offered traditional linked poems, called renga,
to the kami of the shrine.
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When the Murakami kaizoku went to war, they danced at Muku-no-ura to pray for
the victory and safety of the warriors. When they returned from war, they also
danced to celebrate the victory and to mourn the war dead. This dance, called the
Horaku Odori, is performed using a series of jumping steps, and the performers
dress in samurai-costume and carry a sword . This traditional art of the Murakami
kaizoku is still performed today.
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Murakami Yoshimitsu, from the Innoshima-Murakami branch, built a temple on
this mountain dedicated to the Bodhisattva Kannon. Later, in the Edo period,
Buddhist stone statues were erected. These nearly 700 statues, whose faces are
all different from each other, seem to blend into the surrounding pine trees and
natural stones, creating a unique atmosphere.
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Letter from Kobayakawa Takakage
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In this letter, dated to before the battle of Itsukushima in 1555, Kobayakawa Takakage, a military commander of the Chigoku region,
promises the territory of Mukaijima to Murakami Yoshimitsu.
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The ruins of Okajima Castle,Onomichi City
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